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Microfinance Leaders Welcome Anne Hastings to Helm Working Group 
 
WASHINGTON – The Microfinance CEO Working Group, a collaborative effort by a number of leading international 
organizations that promote microfinance around the world, welcomes Anne Hastings as the group’s new manager. 
A recognized leader in microfinance, with extensive experience in social performance and client protection, Ms. 
Hastings will lead the Working Group’s efforts to serve as an advocate for responsible microfinance.   
 
In early 2011, an informal group of industry leaders met to discuss the state of the microfinance sector as it 
matures and encounters new challenges. Participants quickly discovered a shared perspective on the future of the 
microfinance industry – one rooted in high standards, client orientation, transparency and collective action. 
 
Ms. Hastings comes to the Microfinance CEO Working Group after 17 years leading Fonkoze, Haiti’s largest 
microfinance institution.  Under her leadership, Fonkoze grew from two volunteers to approximately 900 
employees.  Fonkoze now serves more than 64,000 women borrowers and 290,000 savers. She is a founder and 
director of Fonkoze Financial Services, S.A. created in July 2004. In addition, in 2011 she helped to create MiCRO, 
an innovative microinsurance facility targeting the poor. She now serves on the Board of Directors. 
 
“We are thrilled to welcome Anne to the group. A true microfinance pioneer, her passion and commitment to 
empowering people through financial inclusion is an inspiration to all of us. We look forward to this exciting new 
chapter for the Working Group,” said Rupert Scofield, co-chair of the Microfinance CEO Working Group and 
president and CEO of FINCA International.  
 
In 2008, Ms. Hastings was honored by the United Nations with the “Women Together Award” for her commitment 
to the elimination of extreme poverty. She was also awarded an Honorary Doctorate in Business Leadership by 
Duquesne University and was named a Social Entrepreneur of the Year in 2010 by the Schwab Foundation. She has 
also contributed to a number of global microfinance initiatives, including the Smart Campaign, the Social 
Performance Task Force and TrueLift.  
 
As manager of the Microfinance CEO Working Group, Ms. Hastings will be responsible for leading the group’s 
strategic direction and ensuring the group effectively achieves its goals to support the positive development of its 
member organizations and the microfinance industry at large.  
 
“I am extraordinarily honored to have been selected to manage this distinguished group of microfinance industry 
leaders. I am confident I can help them realize their vision of a responsible, transparent and inclusive industry that 
achieves its outcomes,” said Hastings. 
 

*** 
 
The Microfinance CEO Working Group is a collaborative effort by the CEOs of eight leading microfinance organizations: 
Accion, FINCA International, Freedom from Hunger, Grameen Foundation USA, Opportunity International, Pro Mujer, 
VisionFund International and Women’s World Banking.  The Working Group seeks to support the microfinance industry in 
bringing a broad range of financial and related services to those who have traditionally been excluded.  The Center for 
Financial Inclusion at Accion serves as the secretariat for the Working Group. 
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